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Iona Mil ls 

The Flouring and Saw Mi lls now in Io n a we r e forme rly represented by J onah Clark 
and Coughli n Lumley ' s mi lls which were situated f or a number of y ears at what is known 
a s Cl a rk ' s Hollow , on e mil e directly sout h of t he village. Thi s Hol low , it may be 
me nt i oned , wa s at tha t time qu ite a haml e t; among t he r esi dents wer e T. A. Silcox , Cough­
lin Lumley , Junius Cl ark , Elij ah Cl a r k an d Jonah Cl a rk . 

In 1863 these mil ls were purchased by J oseph Britton , of Port St anley . In 
1864 t hey were des tro y e d by f ire and in the following yea r were r ebuilt on i mp rove d plans 
and shortly af ter we r e r emoved to the i r present si te a t Io na . They were thorou ghly 
refit ted in 1889 with up- to - date ma c hinery , costi ng s everal thous and s o f do l l a rs . Since 
t hi s t i me th ey ha ve b ee n co n d u c ted under th e fi r m name of "J o s e ph B r i t to n & Son . " 

I n t he early fif t ies , Geor ge Br own , t he wel l - kno \ln ve t e rin a r y su r geon , mo ve d 
i n to t he v i llage and c a r ried on bu siness a s a cabinet make r , and a few ye a r s a fte rwa rd s 
abandoned it and ae vo ted himself exc lusively to ve teri na r y pract ic e . Fo r many yea rs 
there wa s a p r acti tio n er in St . Thomas , o ne i n Gl encoe , and pe rha ps another i n Bi~ge town, 
and a ll t ha t vast tr act of coun try between those points and Lake Eri e had to be f r equen t ­
ly t r ave l led over by hi m. He c ame fr om Nova Scotia about sixty y e ars ago , and se t tled in 
Yar mouth , an d afterwa r d s r emo v e d to where Shedd e n now stand s. He dis ti n c tly r emembered 
being in Po rt St a nley wh en the One i da In dian s landed there , fr om New Yo r k Stat e , to 
s ettle i n t heir pr e s ent loc a tion on t he Thames Biver . Mr . Brown wa s a gr eat l o ver of 
horses , and owned so me of the f a stes t ones i n the Pro v i nce. He died about two yea rs ago 
a t t h e age of 74 . 

A short ti me a fter Ge o r g e o . Lumley , be tt e r kno wn as owen Lumley , took up his 
resi dence here , whe r e he sti l l r emain s . His well - known ver s ati le gen i us i n the va rio u s 
mec hanic a l a rts supp l ie d the precise r equi r ements of a new c oun try . One s on , Yill i am 
Owe n , the ~1 . C . B . sta tio n agent , Til bury , and an ot her son, J ames owe n, t he wel l - kn own 
merc hant of the vill age . 

Jame s Mc Landre ss lived h e r e a t a date mu c h ante rior t o either of the pr e ceding , 
having co me from New Bru nswi ck in 1845 . He ma rr ied a .Miss Gow , who still s u rv i ve s , bu t 

r . .Mc Land r e ss died about ten years a go • 

. !r . Mc Landress had a brot her in t he mil i t a r y ser vice of t he Honorable East 
I ndia Company , who died many years ago, l eaving h im a small l e gacy , whic h in c on s e quenc e 
o f so me in fo r mal it y cou l d nev er be pro perl y claimed . It was t r ansferre d to the keeping 
o f the Bri tish Government wher e i t still r ema i ns . 

One son name d Jo h n Ha s r e cent l y killed on t he M. c . n. at St . Thomas , and the 
othe r is Willi am, the wel l - known stoc k merc hant . 

J a mes B. Lowther , ano t he r No va Scotia man , c ame here in 1855 and started a 
bl a c ks mith and c a rr iage shop , whi c h he co nducted for many year s. He a f terwards re moved 
to Cali fornia , wher e he remai'OC d five y ears , and then r eturned to the vil lage , where he 
sti l l r eside s . ~r . Lowther is a pr ominent memb e r of the ... ethodist c hurch , b e ing cl as s ­
leader , as ~ ell as super int endent of the Sun day s chool . 

Anot her very old r e siden t was the l ate Pe t er Sinc l a ir, s r . , who c a me f r om 
Scotl and in 1 850 and started a t ai lori ng business i n th e vi l lag e , where he died man y 
year s a go . His so ns are Dr . Si nclair, and Dunc a n Sinclair, of Al vinston, already 
me n t i o ned . H i s so n P e t e r d i e d so me y e a r s a go . 

( From the writings of James J . Br own , 1896) 
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I NDU STR IES 

Amon g the earliest set t l e r s o f I ona pr o pe r or .t hat pa rt c a l led Ell io t svil l e 
we r e ./i l li arn Taylor , s Scotchman , a nd Mr s . ,ar y Gibson f r om Can t ire , the l atter of whom 
died .but r e cently at t h e a dvanced age of e i ght y - eight . Thi s part of I ona si tu a ted on 
the Dunwich s i de of t he t ownl i ne wa s so c al l ed f r om a s urvey made i nto v il l a g e l ot s by 
t he l a te Geor ge El l iott , g r and f at he r o f Geo r g e E. Ca s ey , I . P . 

Tay lor i n troduc ed i nt o business i n 1846 a Mr . Gro s s e tt McKay , o f La mb e th , who 
so far as i s k nown , ca rried o n t he fi r st me r c antile busines s i n r ona . Afte r his deat h 
his widow marri e d Fr anc i s A. Tai t , a s ho e maker . They co n tinued i n bu si n e s s fo r ma ny 
yea r s , bu t fi nal ly yi e l d e d ow i ng to f ina nc ial de pr ess i o n . 

Bisse ll and Eccl es i n t he l at t e r pa r t of t he for tie s o pene d a g ene r al s t o r e . 
The pa r tner s hi p l asted fo r so me year s a nd t he n wa s sold to a Mr . Mo r r e l l . 

In 18 53 De c o w and Eccl es ent er ed i nto a pa rtnership as g e ne r al me rc han t s , 
wh ich l asted u nti l 1 861 , Dec ow c on t inu i ng the business t il l 1 8 66 , wh en Li dde l l a nd 
Chisho l m, h i s c l e r k s, bough t i t out . Th e bu si n e ss r e t ur n ed to De c ow in 1 870 . 

De co w' s car ee r ha d be e n very suc ce ss f u l , s o in 18 55 he ent e r ed into t he ha r d­
ware bu siness , bough t f u r s , h i des , woo l , timbe r and g ra in , and ha d t wen t y peddling 
wa gon s on the r oad we st as f a r a s Amhe r s t bu r g . To g i ve s o me i dea of the ex tent of 
bu sine s s done , in No ve mber 1 861 , t h e cred i t s ales we r e $ 1 , 614 . 20 . The a bove is a fai r 
averag e o f s al e s in the g eneral sto re a l one . 

The wool bu si n es s wa s on a s ti ll l a r ge r s c ale ; i n June , 1 86 7 , $ 2 , 6 1 2 . 62 wa s 
pa i d i n c as h fo r wool , and in J u l y o f t he s a me ye ar $ 3 , 990 . 41 . Thi s woo l u nder t aki ng 
proved very disas trou s t o Ur . Decow ' s fina n c i a l st and i ng . 

Hi s fa th e ~ U. E. Loyal i s t came f r om the Uni t ed St a tes about 181 5 , a nd sett l ed 
on t h e fa r m no w o wned by Angus Campbell , on the Ba c k St r ee t . He r e !.tr . Daniel De c ow wa s 
bo rn . Bes i des t h e me rc anti l e ve ntur es he wa s e ng a ge d in , he wa s postmas te r, J . P . , a nd 
Reeve o f Dunwic h . 

I o na i n 18 68 h ad a popu l at i o n o f a bout 600 pe r sons ; five ge n e r al sto r e s , on e 
ha r dwa r e st o re a nd t in s ho p , t wo hote l s , one r est a uran t , o ne l i ver y st able , fou r b l a ck ­
s mith and car r iag e s ho p s , one plough manu fa ctory , two sh oe sho p s , one me r c han t t a ilor 
s hop , t wo fur ni tur e shops , t wo t u rni ng f a cto ri e s , on e s a w an d g ri s t mill , a Division 
Cl e r k ' s off i c e , a Temp eranc e h a l l , a ~a so ni c hall an a th r e e chu rc he s . 

Ba r nu m' s c irc u s , about t his ti me , mad e re gu l a r vi s it s to t he vill a ge , th e t ent s 
b e i ng pitc he d ne a r t he pres e n t s it e of I ona Fair Gro un ds . 

Io na wa s also t h e head qua rte r s o f t h e st a ge r oute be t we en St . Tho mas an d 
Cha t ham ; J ohn Decow b e ing t he pro pr ieto r . 

Ab ou t t h is ti me t h e re a p pe a r ed i n t h e v i l lag e o ne William Har r i s , of Ann a p­
olis , No va Scotia , a civi l eng i n e e r by edu c a tion , who s e f irst vo c a tio n i n these par ts 
wa s t ha t of schoo l t e a c he r . He after wa r ds entered i nt o pa r tne rsh i p wit h Jo h n T. Mc Co l l , 
son of El der McColl , n ea r Hall a cetown , to co n duc t a g e n er a l s t o re . He wa s ap pointed 
i n 185 3 by J u dge Hug he s , c l e r k o f t he fo u rth divis i on co u rt . He wa s the fi r s t post ­
ma s t e r of I o na a nd di d a larg e c o nv ey anc j ng bu si ne s s . Peop le who kn e w h i m w~ll spea k of 
h i m a s a sinc e re f r i end , of a c and id and r e t i ce n t dispo s i t ion , but co mman di n g ab i l ity 
and wi de a t t ai nment s . 

When i n pr oper pos i ti o n t o do so he r e t ur ned t o Nova Sc o ti a a n d t oo k a yo ung 
wife t o h i s west er n ho me . Aft e r a few y e a rs of we dded l i f e sh e di ed . He r sud den demise, 
far a wa y fro m f r i end s a nd k i n d r ed , so prey ed u pon hi m t ha t his min d b e c ame pa rt ial ly 
u nhi n ged , and h i s tr agic dea t h i n t he wood s ne a r ~ i ddl emarc h wi ll st i ll be rememb er e d by 
t he o l der r eade r s of rrl E J OURNAL . 

He had fled , no t kno wi ng whi the r , in an ea ste r ly dir e c t i on a cro s s t he r u vine , 
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adjoining the village and was searched for during several days by g r oups of men from 
different parts of the townshipt and was finally found in a recumbent position near a 
small stream on the Anderson farm t as if in the act of stooping to drink . 

Himself and wife lie in the Episcopal cemetery at Tryconnel . 

Two of his children shortly afterwards died , but the youngest, a son , is still 
alive in his parents ' native home . 

John Harris , near the village, and Henry Harris, of St . Thomas, are his cousins 
which accounts fo r his settl i ng in this new and remote district . 

Amongst others who conducted a mercantile business in the village were John A. 
Philpott , son of the l ate Squi r e Philpott ; Duncan Bl ack , grocer; afterwards succeeded 
by John E. Black, now a co mmercial t r a veller ; William Burgess of Port Stanley; Henry 
Cole, now many years dead; Benoni Mcintyre , at present farmer east of the village. 

Duncan Sinclair, already referred to as a public school teacher ; ,filliam 
Bride , now of Cornwall ; James Greeves, at present a merchant at Glenwalker on the d . C. R., 
Harry Watts, and at present, J . O. Lumley , who is the sole repres entative of the once 
flourishing mercantile centre. 

Martin Galor started an ashery in 1851 , on the southeast corner of the 
cele orated Brooks ' farm , where he manufactured great quantities of crude potash . After 
a few ye u rs the business was disposed of to Francis A. Tait, a merchant heret o fore 
mentioned, who conducted it till the year 1855 , when it was clos~d , owing to dullness 
of the market. 

( Fro m t he writi ngs of J ames ,f • .d r o wn, 1896) 

POST OFFI CE 

Wi l li am Harris f rom 
Annapolis, Nova Sootiat rona's 
firs t Post Mas t er. Appointed 
clerk of fourth division 
Court by Ju dge Hughes in 
1 8 5 3 . 

(From co l l ection of Mr s . Ray 
J o hnson) 
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PAST I NDUS TR IES OF I ONA 
lone. - 1 8 7 0 

~ ch c a n be s a i d o f th e past c i t i zens o f Ion a , bu t more c an b e s a i d o f 
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their i ndust ry , co mb in e d wit h the clevernes s o f the i r purpos es . Th i s i s es pe ci a l ly 
t r u e when o n e t h i nk s o f t h e on e - t i me g reatn e ss o f thi s li t t le haml e t . 

Let u s , f or i ns t a n c e , take a n i ma g i nary jo urne y throug h I o na o f 1 8 70 . ~e 
s hou l d be sepeci a ll y i nt ere s t ed i n the fir s t dep a r tment al s t o re i n \!es t e rn Ontar io , 
o wne d and oper a te d by the l a te Da n i e l De co w. He , i t VJa s , who first g li mp s ed t h e 
p ro ba b l e g ro wth o f the ma il order sy s tems so in vo gue t o day . But h i s s y s t e m emp l oye d 
h i s own he lp a s de li very me n , h a vi n g 51 ped dl i ng wa gon s tra versi ng t h e r oads b e twe e n 
Amherstbur g and Ni a gara , s ivi ng i n ex c han~ e t i nware o f se r vice a ble kitchen a n d farm 
utens i ls , f o r f irk i n s of outter , l ump s o f tall o w, v1o ol , fu r s and h i des and e gg s (i n 
the n eare r loc a li t i e s . 

I n Deco w ' s st o re fro m 1 85 0 o n wa rd c o u l d be fo u n d the fi r s t re a dy - to - we a r 
gar ments in ./ e s te r n Ontar i o . He e mpl oyed his 0 \1n ski ll ed he l p in carpentry , ti n -
s mit f.l i ng . ?.U s s B e tt a Payso n wa s head o f the mi l l i n ery depar t ment . Unc l e To m Luml ey 
wa s t h e c o o pe r , who had so me t i tJ.e s an u ns a vo ury jo b o f pu tti ng the he a ds o n o v e rri pe 
but te r fir k i n s . Sho es a nd any l eathe r p ro duct mi ght a l so be bo u g ht , a nd one coul d 
pu r c hase i nnume r a b l e a nd pl enty o f t he s mall n e ces s it i es o f t h e househol d a nd f arm . 

Th e f ollo wi ng - s o me e n t ri e s f r om h i s Day Bo ok of 1 8 6 7 go to illustr ~t e t h e 
o p pos i t e t r e nd o f pr i ces co mpa red with th e p r esent t i me - ~ea f r o m ~ 1 . 6 7 to w2 . 40 
a po u nd ; ',/h i s k e y f r om • 2 5; to . 50¢ a g a l l o n ; Bu tt e r 1 0¢ a poun d ; E5gs 5¢ a dozen ; 
wh il e t he best of c repe , much u s ed a t t h e t i me 25¢ a yard . 

In his wa r ehouse one coul d pur c hase var io us g r a i ns, wo o l, c a r ded or no t , 
s p i nn i n g warp , t a llo w c andl e s , a nd o ne mi ~ht a t o ne ti me s e e q u anti t i e s of dressed 
pork , i n fa ct , who l e houseful s . t·.lu c h more c o u l d be s a i d of t his wo n derful sto r e of 
the e a r ly ' 60 ' s , but t i me do es not pe r mi t fu r the r deta i l s . 

Le t us l ook i n t o so me o f th e e a r l y co b b l er s ho p s . de find Edmund Ro a c h -
"Shoema ke r " Yo ung , a nd d r . 11lc Lar t y bus il y engaged i n k e e p i n g the e a r l y co mmun i ty 
dry s ho d . 

.J..n i nt er esting a nd un i q u e e x a mpl e o f t he fo r t it ude o f t he p io neer \to men 
cou l d b e ci ted o f the f ir s t b u tcher ' s wi fe of Io na , Mr s . j,Jag il l by n a me , who , when 
h er hus ban d l e~ v ing a l amb he wa s about t o bu tc h e r , ti ed u p , a n d the c re a tu r e 
jump ing over a b a r and s t r a n g l i n g i tself , rushed ou L wi th a butche r kn i f e a nd b l e d 
i t , so that the meat wo ul d b e st i l l ed i o l e . 

Foll o wing butc.; h er s of i n ter es t were: " Bu t c h e r Bir d" , Bu t c h er Coats Ke illor . 
On e mi t;h t buy a l most any thi n g i n t he li ne o f c oo pe r i n g fr o m Cl a y J i m Lu ml ey , who 
excell ed i n this a rt , LHJ.k i n g numero u s tu b s , ba rrels , h o g s h e • ds , fi rk i n s , a l most any ­
t h i ng uh ic h i nvol ve d t h e u se o f st ~ ves . 

Occu pyi ng an e qu a l p l 1c e i n th i s 1 r ~ c t ic & l s k i ll ed ar t , .ss rhowws Luml ef , 
known by everyon e <:~.S "TTn~ l e ro .. ' , 1ho o -.~tf.;..ined t:.a nt.<.:essa1y ol""ck •. sh forte hoo~s 
fro~. t~"' oods of .. ·.e l c. :; e .1 illi:r,1 Lo d._;e . .. e w.,. s a qua i nt anu fre'.!uent figure i n 
co mr:m n i t y l i f e , b ei ng s e e n c a r ry i L g t h e s e h u c; e b l c. c k a sh s 1 a b s o n h i s s ho u l d e r . 

Tho s e who mi ght b e se e n moul d i n ~ t he st u bborn i ro n i n to vari ous and usefu l 
gad_,ets we re Ne i l J.lC~ y , Ro uer t :Seu.dle, J . B. Lo wther , Ent:,lish d ro V>n aud a oan c ommo n l y 
styled as "O l d Par ke r" , who .... pparent l y was v e ry s lo v. as tr e s :..y i ng '' o.s s lo w n s Ol d 
Parker " is st i ll t o be he a r d . 

Pi n ec , F r a s er and Edge c om be were e n gage d i n t h e manufa c ture of Hagens a nd 
carr i age s . 

A n e cessa r y a n d u s eful in du stry O\'lned a nd o p e r at ed by J ames .,cShe rry f or 
t h e pur po se of 1aanufa c tur i ng p l ou ..;h s , a nd ve r y good plou bh s too , t.le i nt; r eno vmed f r om 
~mhe rst bu r~ to Ni aga r a , si mil a r to DeCow ' s wa re s . F r o m 3 to 4 me n were e tp loye d in 
t h is in dust r y . 

I n c lu sive in th e e a r ly shopke epers o f t h e c o mmunity we re t h e afor e s a id 
Dan i e l Deco w, ~rs ~cKay , ~ e n ry Co l e , Joh n Cr o sby , Du n c a n Si n c l a ir , J ohn 3l ~ c k , Ben 
J.,,c!ntyre , Liddl e a nd Chisho l m a n d l at te r l y o w ~n Luml e y a n d h i s so n J ame s o wen , who 
s u cc eede d him . 



'· 

-!.osc en._,~c.eL.. i n clothirt;; t 1c co .. u.~.:.~.~ .. ere the 1 te FE. .. ei Ji.,cl ir and 
Dugc l d • cO t. ll um , .. :-..o ~o .. \- Le.d so .eti es "..o .,ork on ir.~o the z.i ht i n or er thet 
the sup,ly .. tieht fit ".;he deno.r.d . 

hen~ de~t~ occ~rrr in o.n .~ o" the households , on~ iuht , of ne~~ssity , 
cull upon ~~ l~te John Ed~eco~be , Ceorbe Bro n or ~o.~ Fineo . ~~e ~rice of d fine 
wo.lnut case bci.r..b fror.... ,25 to ,. .. :) . '.:'htJJC handsoue coffi..s , hi""hl.t olL,t e 1 an ... 
exqvisitely lined , ni..;ht be purchused i.r eit".er pine , co verPd i. cv .ventional ol.. ... ck 
clo~h or the _t.ol is hed pine , o · {or wulnt..t . 

'l'hese s .... me .1.en ulso coul mu.kc any of the desired furniture of .,'1e per io d , 
colo nial ludder - 'Jack chJ.irs, or Stindle-back chairs , beau tiful huir cloth sofas or 
s~:;tt ecs, ·u1d .;.isting uished purlor centre tu.bles wucl. 1>rized IJy those of us \•ho nrc 
fort~nu.te enou~h to hu ve them today , - ~nd co_t.ied by the mode rn ftrniture f actories , 
the t>r ice beint; 10 to i...O times in c t i ne v1ork what w .... s ootc..ine d for the tlUnd.·,o rk of 
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this 1e.riod . 'Jeo rga Brov1n r o. .. u. ote - ho r se t.~rnin 6 lat he , (not to be teken litert. l ly) 
fro .n Hhich ·'Any of t.t.e tu r r.ej .t~t..rts o" f ~.o r n iture .. e nor1 possess ,. were for me d . 

'?he lumber for thiS furr,iture IUS, Of COt.c rse, uO 'Je tuken frui. the 
pri, .. evcl forests , bt.tt first •• u~ to r;o thro .._I. 1. .e ~od lling process i. Jon ..... hs ' hello~. , 
here Joseph .3riwto .. r an <..1. \ ute:::: suw 0.1 .... 0 rist .... ill, ..in unhe .... rd of <.;C.!...>Ll tion t 

th.:.s ti. e . ':'his tc..s l~t~:;r s ... ~ lanted bra tlle ..... w e •• 6 i..:1.e end r ... ov .. c.. to the vill ge . 
It em loyed ..... lU:no,..r of ..... h.n . _ w ~rict. of s ing or "'rinding . as tu.ten ir. toll of 
t c }rodu.ce ..J ro tight to ve • illt...L • 

Engt.0 ed in ul.e 3U. ing ir .. dustry and t-rior ·~o 3ritton , 1 ..... s a dll run by 
horse 1 oner J.r.a in oparatiov in 1 8 15 by the la te ~homas }al.)ot cl11d lt.t~erly tu.ken up 
by ~ren ·nd Sa uel keillor , ~·o also d id a l arwe amount of business . auch could be 
s o.id O• t .ei r irgenuity , more could oe said of their personal kindnE:.;:;.S , out they 
leave 1.allowed r..e1Jo ries v.ith us , thou·~h many of them have been gone , some over a 
half ce1 tury , so1 .. e not so loncl' at,O , but st il l to us older ones , they are :rL:tured as 
cl ear ly <:1nd viv i dly uS tl!ey were in life end thoubh we ht..ve l a id tl.er.l tnay in dust , 
mo.y the kindly hand of ti 11CS b lot out their i mperfect i ons ...,nd leave only tl eir 
mu rvellou s spirit of ad vance ent to us , their suc c e s so r s . 

(i.ritten for the Ionu "o ~~:r. 's I nstitute oy ... ary ( ... rs . Robert) ? ... orr is) . 
Octobe r 1936. 
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Unde r t h e l e ade rsh ip of ~.~r . ? •• os e s Lumley a nd h is a ssistant Mr . .Jan P ineo , 
th e Iona Bun d ·Na s or ga niz ed in 1866 . ll.r . A. Dan~erfield , First te nor ; Mr .. l. Iotts, 
Second tenor; t.lr . ,/m. l, cL undr ess, First alto ; Lr . D. Bro wn , .Bass ; 1.r . J , Ha rris , Se c ond 
bass ; L:r . A. Bo s to n , '3arit o ne; Lr . J , Cl a rk, .Jr umme r; l..r . ,v o~. .. . De cow, Snar e - a r u.nmer . 

In 18 8 2 , t h e ban d Tic s r e organized wi t h t.r . D. _Pi n eo a s le a der . r . n · Lodge, 
E. Flat Corne t; ... r . ose s Lumley ; .r . .J . J . P iper , First b a ri to ne ; I •• r . Joe ca nfi e l d , Bas s ; 
.~.o.r . A. . Silcox , .n.lto; .... r . ,[ . h . Lu:nl e y , .,lto ; •.• r . Sam Lumley , B . !<lat t e n o r; .. 1r . \, . J. 
Luml e y , Se c ond barito ne ; !.1r • .fill Piper, Teno r ; and 1 .• r . Ar c h ie 1 .• cCallum, Drummer . 

This bon d wa s a ctive u n til 1904 , qnd was consider e d o n e o f the best br t.;. SS 
bands in the district . The band did much to enl iven the Iona Fair and other events 
in the co mmunity . 

Fr o m an o l d r e cor d it is le a rned t hat th i s band ha d be en reorganiz e d i n 
1869 , also wit h ~r . Lumley still a s l e a der . ~r . J. Q. Lumley p l ay ing the a lto horn 
and Mr . Jo s rh Canfield , t h e bass horn . r •• r . J ohn P i per was a me::1ber a nd ,, illiam 
Temp l ar h ad joine d . 

This c ura t o r r emembers t h e Iona 3a n d in existence a fter 190 2 wit h Mr . 
Templ a r a s leader . At a conce rt in the scho o lhouse at No . 5 Dunwich , the yo u ng men 
made a g ame of wa tching Mr . Ternplar clo s e ly , so that they coul d call out "Re a dy , ready , 
play" j us t a split second be f ore he did . No wo nde r Mr . Temp l a r ' s r es ent ment wa s so 
strong as to make an i mpr e ssion that is still r eme mb e r ed . The speed t h e sus pec te d 
ring le a de r a tt a i ne d wit h wr . Te rnpl a r in pursu it , mus t have es t a bli s h ed a r e c o rd ! 

(Cu r dto r, ~rs . Ray Jo hnso n , 1 966 ; . 



IONA FAIR 

The I ona Fai r had i ts Offi ci a l beginning April, 1 854 , with t he formation of 
the "Ag r icult u r a l Br anch Society of The Townsh ips of Sou thwo 1 d and Dun wi ch of the 
Agricultural Soci ety of the Coun ty of Elgin" , signed by: 

John Horton 
Amasa lJood 
John Willi ams 
1.10 s e s N arne r 
Ze cha riah ~cC a llum 
nla l c om Campbe ll 

Ar ch Thompson 
Arch Patterson 
Nicol 111cColl 
Colen Mci ntyre 
El isha Be st 
,1fi 11 i am S e 11 s 

He n ry Hamil ton 
Don Carmi c hae l 
James Ferguso n 
Jo h n Lumley 
Jo hn Mc Phail 
J.Lrch Carswel l 

1 39 

The Fair g rounds, consist i ng of' five acres on the Southwo l d side of t h e 
village wa s donated by ~r . John Decow . Th is would be the land on the east si de of 
Ar gy l e Stree t, i mmediately op posite lo t s 13 to 1 9 on t he west s ide of thi s s a me s treet 
and wh ich are border~d on the south by ~ueen ~ tree t and o n the north by East Br a nch 
of t he North Talbot Road ( No . 3 Hi ghway) . This l an d is no w part o f Pe r cy Whall ' s farm . 

Th e Fair was succ e ssful . Auditor s John Li wdell un d Jo hn Si lco x i ~ 1867 
reported a st ea dy and f lo u r i s h i ne; c onditio n , wi t h 12 5 me mb e rs in 1865, 1 5 2 in 1866 , 
a n d 17 9 i n 1867. This condition be gan t o c ha nge i n 1 872 , when t h e Canada Southern 
Rai lroad wa s bu ilt two mil es to the no r th, unti l t he Fair wu s moved to t h e Villa ~e of 
Shedden in 1896 . Old records i n dicat e that t h e Iona Fa ir ~as he l d for over fifty ye a rs 
wh ic h would me an it was i n exis t ance before t he recorded time of the •le; ric u ltural 
Society , and before Shedden wa s on the map . 

1880 . 
~he first president of r e cord is Tho mas Pe arce who was pr e siden t i n 1879 a nd 

ll'lr . Pear c e w u s s e cr et a r y i n 1 8 9 6 when i t was mo v e d to She d den . 

Secretaries of record were D. tlcPhe rson 1854-55 , D. C:arpenter 1856 - 1862, 
E. F.c c les 1863- 64 , F . A. Tait 1 8 65 , J ame s Phi l pott 1866 - 1870 , L . J . Else wa s s e cret a ry 
while ~.Jr . Thomas Pear ce was president . n Tona ma n , Mr . Frank Si lco x , ser ved a s 
president in 19 0 7 a n d as secretary from 1 908 - 19 1 0 , when t h e Fair ha d been moved to 
Shedden . 1/illia.m ,fa l lac e 'lias pre si de nt and John Liddell secret u r y in 1 8 8 4 . 

In 18 61 , l r . .To h n Car s we 11 b u i 1 t u 1 ~ r g e d·r i 11 s h e d on 1 o t 1 3 , c o r n e r of 
Q.ueen e.nd Argyle Streets, adjace nt t o t h e F'air Groun a s, for use by the men of 
0 an a d ..:1 ' s v o 1 u n t e e r ar my , B Go m pan y of t h e 2 5 t h R e g i m en t . I t w a s a 1 so u s e d i !l 
conn e ct io n with Iona Fa ir as the Crystal Palac e . 

hlrs . Luke H. Brow n of Iono. , who pas s ed away in 19 5 5 , ha d vivid r e co l lections 
of the gay ety of t h e Iona Fair nith the hers~ race s , exh ioits of horse s , s hee f , 
c a ttle, ho g s a nd poultry . She was a l so the proud po ss e ssor of a log cabin qu i lt 
made o f woo l en material unlike those obtainable to day a nd of woo l en blankets made in 
he r ho me of woo l fro m their sheep . These articles won firs t prizes at t h e Iona 
Fairs a nd l ater at Wal lace t own Fa ir . Her r e collec tion of the p rize winn i ng salt 
risi ng bre a d were not all pleasant . '1.1he large quantities, which h e r mot he r ma de in 
order t o produce her one loaf exhibi t , la sted l ong after t he Fa ir . In those f r ug al 
da ys had to be e a ten whether t h e fami l y en j oyed it or not . Jrs . Bro~n re me mbered t ne 
j oy of the chil d r en , who fol l owed their own "Pied Pi pe r ", attract e d by his call of 
"Taffy , t a ffy , t wo for a coo per apiece . " This delic io u s c a ndy was car ried i n tin 
contai ners sus 1 ended from a yoke wh i ch rested on his shoul ders . 

The t a ffy man , whose name wa s 1-..r . Shackelton, was re ported to b e a prosp e rous 
gypsy fro m S..;otland . He had t wo s ons an d thr e e darkly hand so .r,e da ugh t e rs , wbo were 
qu i ckly so ught in ma rria ge by thr e e well kno ~ n pioneer s . His two sons also married 
maidens and settled down a s good citizens . 

The Io na Band a dded to the plea sure a vailabl e u t t he Fair . 

~r s . J . Lu ml ey remembers her g randf a ther tell i ng he r how he e n joyed s e e i ng 
'l'o m Thu mb at the Iona Fair . 

(Cur a t or - a s dict a te d by her J •• other - l11rs . L . H. Brown) . 
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'l1hc Ft.rmers ' Club \las formed und was flourishin_; &.bout 1 9 1 0 . There had been 
a 6roup of the "Grangers" , out it is not known i f it had any connectio •t ;;ith the 
1-arme r s ' Cl ub . 

l 1he Farmers ' Club and the .fomcn ' s In stitute joined to support the old church 
us a Community Ha l l . 

Lo1r . L . h . • J.:cCul luu: VIas one of the first p r e sidents . L:r . Hubh t...cPhail an d Jim 
Gr aham were secretaries ut one time . L1r . 1 . R . Pollard vtas t e last secretary . 

This Club r.iised money by having "O y s t·er Suppe r s , " which drew c r owd s in good 
and bad weatner alike . Oyster s wer e ser v ed in quart di ppe rs , one full dipper bei ng a 
serving an d as many refull s as v.i shed were gi ve n . Hams in abundan ce were served . '11he 
sup per s ne r e a financial succes s , und the mor.ey Has i nvested in the Pul l. 

( 1nitten by the Curator from informution told to her by .lm . R. Pollard) . 
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4 - H CLUB S 

I n 1935 the Homema k i n g Cl ub P r o g r am wa s i n i t i ated in ontario . The E l gin Co un t y 
r eco r ds st a r t in t h e f ollowing y e ar . Wit h Mrs . Roy St a cey as Leader and Mi ss Edi t h 
Za v i t .z as the Home Econ omi s t, the Io na Wo men ' s Inst itute spo nsor ed t h e Cl ub in 1 938 . Mrs . 
Wi lli a m Po ll a r d wa s President and Mrs . Cha rles Hy d e the s e cre tary- t r ea s ure r . So me of 
t he Cl u b s wer e held j oi n t l y , i n t h i s c a s e I ona and I ona S t at i on . They me t bo t h sp r ing 
and f a l l . 

These 4 - H Cl ubs - Junior ( 12 to 1 5 year s o f age i nc l usive), and seni o r s (16 t o 
26 years I nclus i ve) are sponsored by the Women ' s Institutes who p r ovi d e the l eade r and a n 
ass i stant . The Home Economi s t of the Count y o r Di str i c t Office of the ontar i o Mi n i s try 
of Ag r iculture and Food , direct s and gu i des the pro g rams . Two day tra i ning school s a r e 
conducted for the Leaders and their assistants . Ac h i evement Days for the Clubs are held 
for t h e Districts in t h e Fal l and Spring for the c ompl eted p r ojects. Th ese projects are 
rel a ted to Food and Nutrit i on, Cl o t h ing and Text i l es , Ho me Furni ~hings , Fitness and Ci t ­
izenship , Ho me craf ts and Gardening . ~11 Clubs participate a t t h e same time . 

From 1948 to 1 954, inclusive, t h ere were no records to s how that the r ona 4 - H 
Club was a c t i ve . 

A me mber compl eting the courses, re c ieves several c r edits , namel y - a Cert i fi c ate 
o f Achieve ment, for t wo co mpleted p r ojects; County Honou r s for s i x pr ojects and Provincial 
Honours fo r twe l ve comp l eted pr ojects . 

The o ff i c i al e mb l e m o f 4 - H Cl ubs in Cana da, as in a number o f othe r countries, 
i s the g reen f our - leaf c l o ver with th e l et t er " H" on eac h l eaf to symbol iz e equal training 
of th e 4 - H' s, wh ich stand f or He ad , He ar t , Hand s and He a l th . 

The 4 - H Pl edg e i s : " I p l edg e 
My He ad t o cl ear e r t hin~ing , 
My He a rt to g r eate r Loyal ty, 
My Hand s to l a r g er ser vic e , 
My Healt h to b e tte r l i ving f o r my cl ub , 

my co mmunity and my coun try . " 

The Mo t to: "Lea r n to do by do ing.'' 

The fo llowi ng names of t h e 4 - H Leade r s and Ho me Ec onomists (in that o r der) , 
with some o f th e p r oj ec ts c o mp l eted , a r e r e c o r ded a t the On tar io De part ment o f Ag r icul­
ture and Food off i ce in St . Thomas a - 1 938, Mr s . Roy Stac ey , Mi s s Ed i t h Zavit z , Cot t o n s 
May be Sma r t ; 1 938, Mrs . Roy St a c ey, Mi ss Ca rr i e Taylo r ; 1939, Mrs . Roy S t a cey , Miss 
Carrie Tay l or , Cl othes Closets up to Dat e ; 1 940 , Mr s . W. R. Po l l a r d , Miss c. Tay lor , Being 
Wel l Dr esse~ an d We l l Groome d ; 1 941 , Ali ce Si l cox , Mi ss c. Ta y lor, Mil ky Way ; 1 947 , r ona 
and I ona S t a tio n , Mrs . J . D. Galb r a i t h , Ga r dens ; 1946 , Mr s . G. Br own , Mi s s Jea n Scott ; 
1 9 47 , Mr s . G. Brown , Mi ss Jean Scott , Sl e e p in g Ga r me n t s ; 1948 , Mr s . G. Bro wn, Mis s Jean 
Scott, Cot to ns May be Smar t ; 1 955 , I o na and I ona St at i o n , Mr s . Lor e n P e a r c e , Mi s s J a n e 
Ande rs on , Ga r d e ns ; 1 9 57 , Mrs . Jack McAl p i n e , Mi s s J an e An derson , Cot t on Acc e sso r i es , Mi l ky 
Way; 1 9 58 , Mr s . Char l e s Ba r f elt , Miss Bev e r ley Dun c a n , Dressi ng V ege t ables ~ 1 9 59 a s 1958 ; 

~fl .·-· • .. ., ... -:~ .... ~ I • \ • . • •• :"> •. 

. . . .. f ~ 
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~ -~ ... : 

. 1-!fi . 
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I ona 4H Cl ub - 1 9 6 0 

Patricia \'fel l s 
Marga re t Pyatt 
Ann Gr aham 
Car o line Fillmore 
Anne Dei t rick 
Joan Ba r fet t 
Norma Wil lson 
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4 - H CLUBS 

1960 , Mrs . ~il l iam Die t rich, Miss Ma r garet Burril, Sleep i n g Gar ments; 1 960, Mrs . 
Shi rley Mi l l man, Mi ss Jane Anderson ; 1961, Mrs. Wi lliam Dietrich , Margaret Burrill, 
Featur i ng Fr u it ; 1962 , Mrs. Wi lliam Dietr i ch, Miss K. Jill Young , Separates fo r Su mmer ; 
1 963, Mrs. Bart l ey Will son, Marie Hodg son and Mr s. Dietrich, Ce real She l f and Su ppe r Cl ub; 
1964, Mrs . Ar t hur Dawdy, Mi ss Marie Hun t , Co t tons May be Smar t; 1 965, Mrs . w. Die trich, 
Miss Ma r ie Hunt , Be i ng Wel l Dr essed and Milky Way; 1 966, Mr s . w. Dietrich, Miss Mari e 
Hunt, Working wit h Wool; 1967, Mr s. w. Di etr i ch and M. Joyce P i r i e, Accent o n Accessories 
a nd Wo r ld Food in Canada; and 1968 , Mrs. A. D. McFar l ane, Mi ss Ru t h Ma rcou, Meat in the 
Menu . 

The 4- H Cl ubs have often s hown their ap preciation for the I nstitute's support 
by presenting skits of the i r projects, prepared and served de l ic i ous lunc h es and d is pl ayed 
ma ny compl eted pro jects . 

In due time , the I nst i tute presents eac h o f the g i r ls wi th an appropriate 
remembr a nce a t t he t i me o f her marriag e or when s h e leaves the co mmunity to l ive e l s e­
where . 

Credit i s g iven to t h e De pa rtment of Agr i culture, St. Thomas, the Iona Women ' s Insti t u te 
Minutes , and the Home Economics Br anch, ontario Min i stry of Ag r i culture a nd Foo d . 
Mr s. Ll oyd Healy , 1 968 . 
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Th e Iona Glee Club was organized circa 19 00 by those members of the rona 
Literary Society who were musically inclined . Practices were held in the Disciple 
Church (now the Community Hall) un der the l eadership of Miss Jerusha Hamilton . 

Jerusha Hamil t o n 

Ri g ht: 

Practice in the Liddell Home . 
Dan ~.t! cA.l pine 
Shirley Liddell 
Ten a .. cAlpine 
Sam Pearce 

wembers as recalled were - Miss Laura 
Liddell and sister Shirley; the three Keillor 
e i s t e r s \linn i e , I<' 1 o s s i e , and H a z e 1 ; 'd i 11 i am, 
Samuel and Alice Pearce; Peter Carswell; Gertrude, 
Jay ana Vesta Lumley; Daniel kCAlpine and sister 
Christina; Edythe and Edna Lumley; ~ary Jane, 
William R~ Maggie and Lydia Pollard; ~argaret 
and Sadie Graham; Kate Graham; Blake, Gordon and 
lice Lod g e f t h e school teacher fro m No . 5 Dunwich, 

Lau ra Graham; an d from No . 10 , Sout hwold dalcol m 
Graham . The dir ector was Jerusha H amilton ~ 
kary WcPherson and Jean Steele were also member s . 

The above information fro m ~r . dilli am 3 . :ol l ara . 

Left: 

Front Row : 
~lice Henderson, Samuel 
Pe a rce, Tena hlCalpine, 
Peter Cars ell and Laura 
Liddell. 

Back Row: 
~ac Campoell, Shirley 
Liddell, ./illiam R. 
Pollard , Janet Pollard, 
Jay Lumley, Gertrude 
Lumley, Don wC l p ine, 
Edna Lumley and Vesta 
Lumley. 

Pictures of the Glee Club courtesy Mr. and I rs . Jack McAlpine . 
Cu ra tor . 
Picture o f ~iss Hamilton, courtesy rs . L. H. 3r o n. 



I ONA LIT ERARY SOC I ETY 144 

Mr . Fr ank H. Silcox was the ori ginator of t he Li te r a ry So ci ety and its first 
presi dent , about 1 900 . Most of the young people of the nei ghbourhood bel ong ed . 
Me e tings were hel d i n the Disc i p l e Chu r ch. 

Pl ays , debat es a nd co nce r ts we r e o ffe r ed fo r t h e entertainment o f this and 
other co mmunities and t h e auditor i um was u sually filled to capac ity . 

Mr. Samuel Pe a r ce wrote a pl ay for the use of t he Soci ety, title d "Magnetawan . " 
A director wa s s ecur e d f r om St . T.homas and the pl ay was a success, being re peated at 
many ot h e r centres . Miss Tena McAlp i n e (McPherso n) had the l eading r ole . Miss Ruby 
Armstrong ( Cock) was a maid . 

Brown, 
1 a u gh. 

Mr. W. R. Poll ard had a role i n the play wh i ch h e we ll r emembers. Luk e ve r non 
(then a smal l c hi l d), now of St . Thomas , wa s to s tick a p in in " W. R. " and then 
He did a v e r y good job - "W. R." says, " Much too good. " 

lite r a ry Society Pic n ic 
a t Po rt Ta l bot . 

The accompany i ng p i cture wa s 
t aken at Port Tal bo t , probably between 1 900 
a n d 1 91 0 . At this ti me t he ro na Literary 
Soc i ety was a go i ng conc e r n . Re gula r mee t ­
ings with fine programs we r e he l d re gularly 
in what is now t he Iona Co mmunity Hall . A 
successful pl ay wr itten by Samuel Pearce 
was given in many other towns by e a g er 
i n vit a tions fro m these cen tres . 

At t he re gul ar monthly pic n i c a t 
Po r t Tal bot , whe r e t he owners , Mr . and Mr s . 
Watki n s made the m welco me , a gay ti me was 
enjoyed . Food was exce l lent and pl entiful. 
A main event introduced by Doug a l d McAl pine , 
who was a t t ending the University of To ront o 
at t hat time, was barre l l boxing . Contes t a nts 
stood in harr ells withi n reac h of eac h other. 
The wi nne r wa s he who could first push his 
o ppon ent and his barr e l l over . Mr . William 
R. Pollard was t h e undefeated c h a mp ion. 

Po pul a r band s we r e hire d for this 
and othe r even t s . 

Th e Society wa s d i sbursed a bo u t 
19 1 0 by the writer ' s bes t c a lcu l a tion. 

For so me rea so n not ma de kno wn, 
the grounds a t Port Talbo t wer e ma de una va il ab le f or t hese p icnics , a nd t h e good times 
wer e no more . 

Pictu re courtesy Mr s . J ay Lumley . 

Cur a tor . 
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On the e venin g of Nove mber 1 8 t h , 1 664 , i n the "Tr avell e r s Ho me " t h e n kept by 
R . Bodman , Ben j ami n Thomp s o n , s cho o l t e a c he r , Ca sc a den , hl . D. , Dan i el J e c o w, merc h a nt ; 
John Edg e c o mbe , c a r r iag e make r ; hilli a m Chri s hol m, merc h an t ; I . P . St ol ik er, Ephr a i m 
Lu ml ey , Jame s McLand re s s , R . MCull ou Gh , C. A. Br own , Ja me s C . Luml ey , a nd Jame s Mitch ell 
a ll membe r s o f ~/arre n Lo d g e , F i ngal , me t f o r t he pu rpose of f o r mi n g a Ma so n ic Lo d g e at 
I ona . Be n jami n Tho mpson was chos en a s Chairman and John Ca s caden a s s e cr e t a r y o f t h is 
mee ting . 

'l' he pr o po se d l o d g e was g iven t he name it now bea r s "Pri n c e o f \/al es" . '!.'he 
foll owi ng off icer s J o h n Cas c ade n , ,{ , i\1. ; J ohn Edg eco mb e , S. 'N . ; fil l i a m Chi shol m J . ,f. ; 
James McL andres s , tr easu r e r ; J ames T . C . F i n l ay , sec re tary; Ephr ~ i m Lu ml ey , S . D. ; J ohn 
A . Ph il pott, J . D. ; William Simpki ns , I. G.; I.P . S t ol i k e r, Ty l e r . Be i ng e l e c te d , it wa s 
d eci ded t o r e quest a char te r fr om t he Gr u n d Lod ge . 

On F e b ruary of t h e nex t ye a r a d is p e nsation was ob tai ned und e r wh ich t he l o d g e 
wa s c onduc te d t ill t he f ol l owi ng J ul y wh en a chart e r was duly g r an t e d . 

The first r e g u l a r meeti ng was he l d on Marc h 1 7t h , 1 6 6 5 in t h e i r lod g e r oom o ver 
Bu r g e ss ' st or e . So o n a fte r th i s a s t h er e was no organ iz at i o n o f this ki n d f or man y 
mil es we st , a g o odly numb er o f p r omi n ent p ersons c a me f r om t h e di ffe r en t pa rt s of 
Aldboroug h a n d Oxfor d t o the t hen t hri v i n g vil l age o f I o na to b e i nit i ated i n t o t he 
se cr ets of the Anci ent Fr e e Mas onry. 

J o h n Ca sc a den , t he f i r st \ / . ~ . af terwa rd s b e c ame J . D. G. M. of t hi s Lond o n 
di s tr i ct. 

( F r om the wri ti ng s of James w. Br own , 1 896 ) 

'(; ... ir s t .e~t · ng for t~e fou .. dation of su c n.! l oJ._.e .te.s 'r l in uecon ' s 
L.ote l i n Dun .dcn pre vious to 1865 . The l odbe .llS or5an i zed on the 1 3tt of JUl .f , 1 665 
und the c har t e r membt r s being J ohn Cas cade n , Jo hn Edge coab , ~m . Ch i sholm , I s aac 
Sto l iker , Dan i e l De co w, J ame s ~ . c . Fi n l ay , Eph rui ra Lumley und J ames •. itchell. The 
meet i ne; s •1ere he l d fo r a t i 1 e i n u sto r e s ituated on the .. est s i de of To\lnl i te , and 
in 1866 they r;u r chused <.1 .al l ~.hich s t ands on t e corne r of _o1.nl i ne .. nd .. ary Street . 
The l ode;;e now1 ht s e1. membe r sL i p of forty - t.7o . 

(Prow an arti c l by .,i s s .~ury Ha,ailt.on , l c396) . 

- t.. 
·l!...::' • f w l L d wc.>ll·k.,own pr_oprle tor nt the Erie C'~•mtortobln nu:-triCt'!l '"''I'~ d\1 }' drlfi~J r rtnce 0 a e s 0 g 10 111 .(1. I~on Worl~s. St. 1horm.~. was tht' jicalcd l'll Apl'l l !!;j, HI;~:). 

1 ~ wit. ~~!st c~l~d!date to bt' jt~j l lftrcl, t ht' Dunn!! the yen!'$ mnny Y<,ung m<-n 

I S S 
• y te b . r: April 14, l~·ti;,. fh e.lod_sc who have been jmlialcd nml who 

I O,;la eventy- lX ears Old prospcre~ and a long .m the <'tghhc~·.have rtceived M::tsonic in:.trucllott 
I ~ ~~~l~e C'f ~~dd~n becnme P ?·~·.M·~in tn\: o ld lodge hav~ gone out to 

d t11ct 1.n. token of hiS ... blltty prominent p":itions in th•• world. 
• . . . and In recogmhon ot tho work of Io 3 n around 260 members have! 

Btrthday W1ll Be Marked by V1s1t of P astmasters' Asso- his lod,..e.l . 1!>fgn'J its rer,Lter :'llcColls Drowns 
ost All By Fu·e c b ' ' '· ' ciation of the St. Thomas District Ab t l 8n6 th 'II b . 13mp ells, 'l'urncrs, Galbtanh·, an.:f 

d . ou " e v1 :1f'C \\'M emg a I the otht'r common nMIH's n. th:ot 
To commemorate the founding of eCI~ed to ask for . a charter, with _ - . . , district bc.>in~ t <'prcscntl.!d. Or.tl <'f 

tPrince of Wales Lodge at Old lo a Wan en Lodge of Fmr,al sponsoring ~lde-hacl,e~ by othet pl,lccs on the the oldest ~un iv.:>rs l D. '-' () 
the Pastmns tcrs' Association of ~t: John Cascnd~en was elected Master: varl~us 1'~l1~,,~1~·s ... a1!d u~ Lawrence L!lWI <'llC•'· \\:ho waq i~1 iti;tcd 

1 ~n· ih'V. 
1Thomas Masonic Distrlct is having C. J . S. Askm, ot Chatham, was Stn t.IOn \ HI» "'0 ' ' mg tho lodg~ WtlS ~a. 18!10. lie trnn~fertecl 1<1 St. 'f!wm: 
its winter meet ing at Iona on Wed· D.D.G.M. The chartct· was rece ived mov ed t here 31~~ con,t~nucd to as fcur ye.n·s later, ar.d bc~ame :\lJ:~­
nesday December 11 at 715 on Fe.> b. 24, 1864, nnd the first regu- th~IV~. In 192? fue des toyed the ter of Old 4 t ·n l:ltll Ot' St 
Chrish~as suppc.>r with all the ~~:::: lnr meeting thereunder was held on ~mldt~~ o(·cuptcd by the ~odge, and Thomas m<'n ~vh~ saw "thf lj';~t ~~ 
mings will be featured t 1 f . March 17, 1665, with twelve mcm· tis .fut mture and most o! lts records Prince of Wale- L d.. • D J , •• 
which the pa·,tmasters ,!ill ~~~a~/~~ bc.>rs and tc.>n visi tors from Warren were unfortunately l_ost. Snell ~md J. D. l'h~~~~~ . r~''Wl;Y 
the lodge hall at Iona S ta tion for an and St. Marks at Port Stanley. At \'y'arrcn Lod~c acam came to tl1e clerk, the latl' A. P . Campbell, thll 
address by Captain Wood R CD th~t date, of course, there was no asSIStance or 1ts northern brethren late Shenff McColl tho latt' N D 
attach")d to tile R.C.A.F. as S~pply rmlroad communication, nnd Dutton, ond Prince of Wal~s mel in the Fin- McLachlin, the late ' J . J. l\lcKillop' 
Ofi icer. West Lorne, etc., were not yet on gal lodge room for several years. and the lnte J. w. Brown. " 

I 
Prince of Wales Lodge originated the map. Wallacetown, Duart and ln 1933·3'1. J ohn D.undas was _honor- The.> district p:lstma~ters w!Jl t~ 

in a m~eting a t Bodman's Hotel in r cwbury a~·c . freqt:ently mentioned ell :tor h 1s ~ervtces to Pnncc of,t? celebrate t~c birthday in a ftt· 
Iona, m rnules of which bear date of n the rec<;>Ids, hO\'_evc.>r. Wales by bemg elect.cd D.D.~.::\1., lm'! m:mncr thts we .. ~·. F. R. !'ul•nl' . 
Nov. 18, 1864. J ohn Cascadden At the f1rst mectu:s four applica- and largely through hu; enthus1asm is seca•tsry and J"hn !\macr. 0~ 
S<em• to have boen the p<;mc mom tlon• '"' mcmbm h>p <•= m•n ot a mov.,.,cnt ,.., '"""" wh>~> , , . w.,, ""'"'· ;, p<c,;d<nt nt th•• h--~ ~ 
"-Jld acted as secretary. When it , Iona.' Aldb~r~ugh , _and Duart were suited 111 th~ purchase of prem1~~ organiz<•tion. 

was receJVed. Wtlham Rtsdon, afterwards at Iona Statlon, and the new and, 
1 

'7 I-f- n. w. J . 

• 
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In 1850 s Sons of Temperance Lodge co nsi sti ng of about twelve members was 
organ ized . The ir first lodg e was over Char les Har ris ' c ab inet shop , the site of which is 
now occupied by Jo hn Li ddell ' s dwelling . Thi s so c i ety prospered , and i n 185 3 they wer e 
ena bled to erect a hall in which to hold their meeting s . The organization flourished 
for about t wen t y years , the n it g radually de cayed until , the f inal dissolution about fiv e 
y ears later . Th e Roya l Te mplars o f Temperance suc ceeded t hem , but ran a b rief car ee r . 
Th e orig ina l l od ge was the means of doing a vast amount .of good in the co mmunity . Many 
old men testify at t h e pres ent day to it s inf luence i n gu urd i ng them from a life of 
drinking . 

The Grang ers dur i n g their ephemera l l if e also met here fo r business, a nd the 
division co u r t wa s held in the s a me bu i l d i n g from 185 3 til l abou t 1870 . 

(From t he writi ng s o f J ames w. Brow n , 189 6 ) . 

I n t he e a rl y n ine t een hund re ds, ( e bou t 190 5 ) , t h i s hall was pu r c ha s ed by Mr . 
Luke H. Bro wn, who mov e d i t to a ne~ loca t ion a bout sixty f eet west, and co nve r ted i t 
to a ba r n . 

In 1 9 56 it wa s demo 1 i shed by •. 1r . Au s t in .3 r ow n a nd r.tr . F r e d Hu r s t , wh o 
e xpected t o s e ve s ome of i t ' s ol d t i ~ber s . Ho we ve r , t i me a nd we a t he r had so damaged 
th e bu il d i ng t hat l it tl e co u ld be s a lvaged . 

( 'l1he Cur e. t o r ) . 

Th is c a r d be l o n ge d to Mr. Luk e H. B ro ~n , ~ ho was an 
e a r l y memb er of t hi s Iona Counc il . 
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